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The Time of Landmark Years. Memory, Culture and the Moroccan
Historiographical Tradition

The starting point of this project is a listing of memorable years used in texts belonging to different historiography
genres (chronicle, biography, hagiography). These are years generally associated with natural disasters or with
notable military events. A study of such a corpus would allow a better understanding of the tradition of
historiography in Morocco and in the Arab and Islamic world, in general, by focusing on the following tasks:

1. Question the commonly accepted dichotomy between written and oral memory

2. Redefine various ways of presenting time: dating, chronology, sequencing of information

3. Redefine the status of the event

This project fits in with my research interest in a topical re-reading of the discourse of historiography from the point
of view of the interaction between genres, the multiple significations of texts, and the heuristic relations between
social history and cultural history.
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Historiography Revisited: Event, Time, and Historical Culture

This project is based on a group of texts of varying length that cover Morocco's entire historiographic tradition,
from the "Middle Ages" to the mid-twentieth century. From time to time the historian - often as a chronicler,
sometimes as biographer or hagiographer - will mention that a given year was commonly known by a certain
name, the designation generally referring to a salient event, a natural disaster, a notable economic situation or an
important military clash.
| see the phenomenon of landmark years as a starting point for grasping the relationship between event, time and
memory within the framework of a traditional culture.

My talk will first trace the changes in the event's status over the years in the sphere of modern historiography, then
I will sketch out the main lines of my approach:

1) Situating the narrative tradition in Arab-Islamic historiography
2) The naming of years

3) The sign-event

4) The concept of "crisis"

My methodology is informed by two theoretical concerns: the terms of the discourse regarding time -
chronometric, chronological, chronographic or chronosophical (K. Pomian) - and the relationship between oral and
written cultures, in particular regarding depictions of the past.
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