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  My project intends to interrogate the conceptualisation, practice, and meaning of apocalyptic politics as embedded
in the material constructions of religious structures in secular urban environments in two African cities, Lagos in
Nigeria and Kampala in Uganda. Because of the influence of Christianity and Christian scholars, until recently the
history of the academic study of religion, was dominated by the focus on dogma, beliefs, rituals, ceremonies, and
morality. Recently, however, a materialist turn has started paying critical attention to the role of material objects,
visuality, aesthetics, and images in the construction of belief and the social significance of religion, lived religion, and
religious community. Following on the heels of this materialist gaze is another significant intervention, that of a
spatial turn in understanding the role of place in the constitution and construction of religious identity, autonomy,
sacred practices, and community belief and unbelief. My research engages with and contributes to these two
significant scholarly trajectories in the academic study of religion: materialist and spatial turns in understanding the
role and place of religious social transformation in Africa. I have done ethnographic fieldwork in some prayer camps
or ritual retreat centres in or on the fringes of large African cities under the “Miracle Cities Project,” a comparative
research project I managed from 2016 onwards. However, there are aspects of my research that are yet to be fully
analysed and reported, which will be the focus of my attention during my time at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin.
Using data from Lagos and Kampala, I am particularly interested in the intersection of sacred infrastructural
formations and constructions within Prayer Camps and ongoing political and economic restructuring in urban
Africa in contemporary times. My research underscores a central feature of ongoing transformations in Africa
resulting in arguably the most profound changes in the realm of the religious, especially in the making, remaking,
and unmaking of sacred spaces and places. These changes have given rise to new forms of urbanities and new
practices of city-making that intersect and interrogate modern concepts and practices of cities and secularities, as
well as inform the emergence of apocalyptic politics.
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